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And this cannot be simply appended by a plus to what we
already knew before, leaving it unmodified there, as still a
mere tissue of prudential relations. It lies in the very
essence of these two that they are not co-ordinate, so as to
have their separate realms, each undisturbed by the other;
but the last found is the prior and legislative term, and by
inherent authority subordinates and interpenetrates the
other. The change affects equally our view of the ma-
crocosm and the microcosm; add to the idea of Divine
energy that of Divine holiness of will, and we feel at once
that the latter must hold the former in hand and wield it as
its instrument: add to the idea of human power over the
more pleasurable the idea of human obligation to the more
excellent, and this new discovery of a trust necessarily
spreads over the prior realm, deposes its arbitrary will, and
insists upon annexing the whole of the voluntary life.
Neither in God, nor in us, can mere efficient power keep its
ground as supreme, in the presence of Moral good : it has
to retire into secondary and instrumental rank: as all things
may be possible to the hand, yet not all things congenial to
the righteousness, of God; so, that which, in a merely
sentient world, we might treat as given to us out and out,
becomes only lent as soon as we discover a good beyond the
pleasurable. To borrow a Platonic phrase, the aya6bv asserts
itself as the highest ddos, giving to pleasures all the rights
they have, and taking nothing from them in return. So far
forth as they are restrained and measured by reverence for
order and proportion, for pure health of body and clearness
of soul, they have even a share of sacredness, and are full of
a joy unknown to lower conditions. But, escaping from
these limits, they become an insolent defiance of any diviner
claim; a setting-up for one's self, quite at variance with the
pervading sense of an authoritative law and a holy presence.
It is this shamelessness (avaifata) inseparable from the rash
and reckless life that draws forth the grave disapprobation
of men, and makes them feej it to be something worse than
foolish. They justly regard it as a sign that the higher